
Languages at Southborough High School 

At Southborough High School, we 
believe strongly in the need to 
study a language in terms of pre-
paring our students for a 21st cen-
tury globalised society. 

The emphasis of teaching is on 
making sure that students are ex-
posed to and use the language 
studied as often as possible. We 
aim to do this in a supportive envi-
ronment, where all students are 
challenged and enjoy their lessons.

We currently offer students the 
choice of studying French or Span-
ish, students then continue to study 
the language until the end of Key 
Stage 3, whereupon they may 
choose either language as an op-
tion at GCSE. Students may then 

continue to study French or Spanish 
at A-Level.

why learn a language?
John Cleese: Learning a language 
makes our minds stronger and more 
flexible. Actually using it gives us 
an entirely new experience of the 
world.

Sir Alex Ferguson CBE: All I can ad-
vise, is that you keep working at 
your languages. Foreign languages 
are exciting and interesting - keep 
up the hard work, it will be worth it 
in the end.

Gary Lineker: Modern languages 
prepare you for modern life. As the 
world gets smaller, there’s never 
been a better opportunity to get 

into languages. I've really enjoyed 
learning Spanish and Japanese. 
Getting to grips with a new lan-
guage can be great fun, and you 
learn so much about other people 
and what makes them tick.

languages @ gcse & post-16

2010 

We aim to provide our GCSE students with the following skills;

• To develop an understanding of speaking and writing 

• To communicate effectively in the foreign language 

• Develop knowledge of the grammar of the foreign language 

• Learn about other countries and cultures 

Students studying Spanish follow the AQA linear specification, Students who have studied 
French may choose either the AQA course or the Edexcel GCSE in French, Students studying 
French or Spanish at AS/A2-level follow the Edexcel specification.

SPANISH
FRENCH
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The Mother Tongue
A day dedicated to recognising 
the importance of the languages 
and cultures, which reside in the 
local community. Every year 
students are given the opportu-
nity to have a taster lesson in a 
new language.

In 2009 students were able to 
choose between Korean, Man-
darin (Chinese) and Urdu. In 
addition, in the afternoon Year 
5 students from Ellingham pri-
mary school in Chessington vis-
ited and were helped during 
their lessons by Southborough 
students, who are native speak-
ers in the languages the chil-
dren, were studying.

The students learnt a range of 
skills from counting to 100 in 
Chinese to writing their names in 
Urdu and even the correct way 
to bow in Korea

Going abroad
The languages department or-
ganises trips on an annual basis. 
Last year students studying 
French visited the French port of 
Boulogne and undertook a vari-
ety of activities: surveys, fact 
finding missions, which allowed 
students to use their language 

skills in real world situations. 
This year Southborough students 
will be visiting Paris.

Languages Club
The department also runs a 
Languages club on a Monday 
night from 3.15 to 4.15 in the 
LRC. This club provides students 
of all ages and abilities with an 
opportunity to come and prac-
tise the language they study. 
Students are able to make use 
of the vast range of ICT based 
activities and can learn using 
languages based games web-
sites or through using the inter-
active listening and reading ac-
tivities on the school network.

The club also represents an op-
portunity for students who re-
quire help with homework, or 
classwork as well as providing a 
valuable enrichment opportunity 
for students who show an apti-
tude for the subject.

IN THE COMMUNITY: 
Learning Korean Key Stage 3 topics

What will we do?

Topics studied at Key Stage 
3 include:

• How to introduce and 
describe yourself and 
others 

• Describing where you 
live 

• Talking about the sports 
and hobbies 

• How to make arrange-
ments to go out 

• Ordering and buying 
food 

• Describing and plan-
ning holidays 

• Describing illnesses 

• Talking about healthy 
eating 

European Day of 

Languages
This day, which sets out to 
celebrate the linguistic and cul-
tural diversity of Europe takes 
place on the 26th of Septem-
ber. Every year the department 
organises a range of activities 
to promote language-learning 
and different European cul-
tures. These activities have in-
cluded:

•  Visiting London Irish R.F.C 
and interviewing their 
French/Spanish speaking 
players. 

•  A Languages themed 
treasure hunt 

•  A French/Spanish 
canteen 

•  Themed activities and 
quizzes in lessons 


