
Southborough Rises to 

the Challenge! 
 
Here at Southborough High School, we believe that as a community, we’ve reacted pretty well to 
the demands of online teaching during current restrictions. Make no mistake, it’s certainly been a 
sharp learning curve for us all but over the past few months, our teaching staff have become a lot 
more creative and imaginative (not to mention techno-savvy!) in delivering online lessons and 
tasks and as a result, the response from our students across all year groups has, for the best part, 
been utterly amazing! 
 
 
Indeed, as each week has passed during time away from school, we seem to have moved from a 
‘reactive’ curriculum into an ‘activities based’ curriculum and the one main question on the lips 
of all our teaching staff has been ‘What can I do to make my online lesson more engaging and en-
joyable for the boys?’ 
 
Whilst we can’t wait to get back to face-to-face teaching in the classroom, there’s been a lot of 
positives that our teaching staff have been able to take away from their online teaching  
experiences over the past three months, including:  
 
 100% engagement from a fair proportion of our boys  
 the overwhelmingly enthusiastic response from students regarding online feedback from staff 

(the boys love it!)  
 the chance for students to both explore and demonstrate their creativity and imagination 

through new technologies. 
 



 
Of course, whilst our teachers have been working flat out ‘on the front line’ so to speak, the school – just 
like any other form of organisation or business – has also benefitted from the hard work and dedication 
of a whole host of support staff whose workload has, despite most students working from home,  
remained constant, if not grown in size and who have also worked tirelessly either from their home or on 
site to ensure the smooth running of our school throughout the last few challenging months, including:  
 
 the Senior Leadership Team, who tirelessly plan, organise and deliver effective strategic responses to 

ever changing government advice and who ensure that our boys get the very best deal possible in 
their education during this difficult time 

 the site staff, who conduct vital maintenance and ensure health and safety recommendations are 
       undertaken in a timely fashion 
 the finance team, who guarantee that our bills are paid promptly, vital orders are placed and our 
       accounts are kept up-to-date and accurate for audit 
 the army of cleaners, who roll up their sleeves and physically give it their all to ensure that the school 

meets the strictest of cleanliness guidelines 
 the administrative /office team who, mainly working from home, work long hours to keep up with the 

endless demands of telephone enquiries, sending out parental texts, letters, emails, reports, updating 
attendance figures, uploading vital data to the school systems, timetabling, transition, enrolment, 
marketing, photocopying and such like 

 the Heads of Year,  Pastoral and SEN teams, including teaching assistants, technicians  and other 
      support staff, who have kept in regular contact with the parents /carers of our most vulnerable 
      students, conducting one to one meetings and overseeing the daily care and supervision of our  
       keyworker children 
 the IT team, who provide constant technical support and advice to all staff, ensuring that our online 

systems run well for both teaching and administrative tasks 
 
 
In short, if the last few months have taught us anything, it’s that we at Southborough work very much as 
a TEAM and that we all have an important part to play in delivering the very best education for our 
 students. We don’t’ really know what to expect at the start of the new academic year in September, but 
whatever the future holds, we’ll be ready! 
 

Please take a look at some of the amazing things that our students have been working 
on. It’s just a snapshot of what’s been going on, but hopefully it’ll give you  all a flavour 
of how engaged, creative, inventive and truly awesome our students have been in their 
online learning during current restrictions. 
 

#Southboroughrisestothechallengeofonlinelearning 



The Maths department have been setting different creative tasks each week, in addition to students' 
more formal studies. The creative tasks have included, for example: 
 
- Working out how much of your life you've spent sleeping so far 
- A Bundesliga maths quiz 
- Symmetrical art 
- Making 3D shapes 
 
Photos below are of Zain Ahmad (Y10) and Samuel Roberts (Y7) with their 3D shapes, and Finnian 
Chang's (Y9) & Syed Ali's (Y8) symmetry work. And a photo of Mr Charles-Jones with his 3D creation! 

MATHS 



Far left:  Ryan Baker (7CAN),  
presenting the Five Pillars of 
Islam via video, with the help 
of his dog for Religious  
Studies.  
 
Right: Ashley Osbourne (7DPE)
presents his own impressive  
interpretation, too.  

Far right: A jamboard about the  
Peasants' Revolt by Ethan Taylor 

Humanities 

Left: Thomas Bolt’s  
(8OSA)  
before and after  
models of the  
Agricultural Revolution  



The English department recently set students the task of recreating a Shakespeare scene during lockdown. The idea 
was that there were a lot of fabulous subject-based challenges out there but we wanted to make an especially 
‘cultured ’ version ourselves– hence “Shakespeare in lockdown”. Of course, as a faculty, they had to model this… 
The Media and Drama department were invaluable in the making of this, too. 
 
Below are screenshots taken from the English Faculty version of Romeo & Juliet. In response, our students would 
have to display excellent organisational, communication and collaboration skills as well as acting and technical 
skills.  

English, Drama and Media 
Studies 



Teachers in our Modern Foreign Languages department have, along with delivering their regular lessons, 
been challenging students to recreate traditional French and Spanish recipes  - with amazing success! In 
addition, our key worker children have been busy cooking their own creations in the Food Technology 
room. Watch out leading chefs of today, our Southborough students are more than your match! Below 
includes dishes created by a variety of our super students. 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES  



Love music, but disappointed with the puny sound you get from smartphone speakers? In this  
Activity set by the Science department, students learnt that things found around the home will boost the sound 
those speakers make. It’ll also make them think about how sounds are made and how they can be made louder. To 
make their own: https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/tune-booster/ 
Also below is Josh Longley (9IBO) using tea as an indicator (it goes dark brown with alkalis, light orange with acids) 
and Mr Penagos treating ‘sewage’ at home for Year 10  Chemistry before releasing effluent into a ‘lake’ and sludge 
into a ‘farm’. 

SCIENCE 

https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/tune-booster/


 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

Every single day, the 
P.E department has 
been setting a different 
physical task for  
students  - and staff— 
to complete. Students 
have enthusiastically 
filmed and posted their 
efforts via Google 
Classroom, Twitter and 
other forms of social 
media. 



Being rather the original  ‘trailblazer’ when it came to challenging our students to engage in a fun activity 
when we first went into Lockdown, the Art & Design department was the first to launch it’s challenge, 
that is, to re-create a famous/popular painting, using whatever props the students could get their hands 
on. Suffice to say, the student efforts were truly inspiring; indeed so much so, that  a number of staff  
attempted to recreate their favourite paintings, too! Here’s a few student examples below: 

A 
R 
T 



Design & Technology department lessons have encompassed many different projects over the last few 
months, including the delivery of a STEM Career e-Fair, but most recently Year 8 students have been 
learning about different engineering fields and for the last two weeks emphasis has focused 
on aerospace engineering. As part of this, students have been doing some research to design their own 
paper rockets and also to improve the performance of their paper airplanes.  
Here are a few examples that the Year 8 students submitted: 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY / 
STEM 



With their recent return to school, Year 10 Creative iMedia students have started to create a 

portfolio of architectural photography with a focus on composition.   
  
They have been around the school building taking photographs from a 'worms eye view' and 'birds eye 
view'. They've also been thinking about 'leading lines', 'curves' and 'the rule of thirds'. Here are a few  
early submissions from (clockwise from top left corner) Aleksander Vasilev, Barney Wright,  
Matthew Orton, Dylan Hall and Jay Nunes.   



As the academic year draws to a close soon, creative online and - for some - in school, lessons continue. 
Daily tutorials  and weekly assemblies across all year groups continue to strengthen the bonds between 
students and staff. Students rise to regular tutor challenges and post meaningful montages. On social  
media. Favourite books are read to students online and even music is made.  
 
Whatever the new academic year holds for us, at Southborough High School we know that - armed with 
bucket loads of creativity, resilience and enthusiasm  - staff and students alike will work together to  
succeed. 


