
 
 

              

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER FROM SOUTHBOROUGH HIGH SCHOOL 

 
WORD FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Friday 12th February 2021 

Our vision is:  Aspiration—Commitment—Excellence 

Purpose 

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 Niall Smith 

Deepest condolences 

It is difficult to find the words to express 

how we are all feeling, following the 

tragic death of a Year 10 student earlier 

this week. Our thoughts are with his 

family and friends. We will ensure that 

his life is commemorated and celebrated 

in a suitable way at an appropriate time.  

If any student would like support, or any 

parent or carer has any worries or 

concerns about their children, then they 

should make a wellbeing referral through 

Class Charts. This is a very quick and 

easy system to use and your referral will 

alert all key professionals in the school 

immediately. This wellbeing support 

service will continue next week 

throughout the half term.  

I would also like to remind you of 

CareNet, our online safeguarding service, 

which is available via our website. Here 

you will find a loss and bereavement 

section for students and adults, with 

supportive helplines and guidance 

available for you during such sad and 

difficult times. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mr N. Smith 

Headteacher 

 

  Forthcoming Events 

Saturday, 13 February 

 Half Term. Restart 22nd Feb 

Monday, 22 February 

 Drama Performance 
 Workshop UBU  
 Splendid Theatre 

Tuesday, 23 February 2021 

 4:30pm Yr 9 Parents Evening 

 Online 

Thursday, 4 March 

 World Book Day 

Friday, 5 March 

 Year 11 Individual and  group photos 

Tuesday, 9 March 

 Full Governing Body Meeting 

Thursday, 11 March 

 Whole School Reading P3 

 5pm Yr 9 Options Evening 

Wednesday, 17 March 

 5pm Yr 10 Parents Evening 

Monday, 22 March 

 Disadvantaged Pupil Review 
 (Yr 7-11) ALL WEEK 

 Exams Week 2c Years 7-13 

Saturday, 27 March 

 Y6 Friendship Day 

Friday, 2 April 

 Easter holiday  Restart 19th April  



Safeguarding at Southborough High School 

The wellbeing and safety of our students has always been and always will be our number 
one priority. 

During these difficult and challenging times for us all I would like to remind all students, 
parents and carers of the vital support we still offer all our students even though we may 
not see them every day in school.  

ClassCharts: Our instant wellbeing referral system - Anytime, anywhere, 
students and parents/carers are able to make a referral for any safeguarding 
concern they  have which goes directly to our pastoral and safeguarding teams 
within the school. Through the schools system of ClassCharts anyone can make 
a referral by a simple few clicks on our wellbeing service on any device. Every 
single referral is reviewed and followed up as a priority by the tutor in the first 
instance along with guidance and support (if required) from the schools Pastoral 
Support Officers, the Designated Safeguarding Lead, School Counsellor, School 
Health Practitioner, Educational Welfare Officer and/or the School’s Educational 
Psychologist. 

CareNet: Our online safeguarding service - Along with the online referral 
service mentioned above, we also have a section on our website which is 
dedicated to specific and specialised information and help for any area of 
concern you may have. This service is called CareNet and is found on the 
schools homepage of our website. On CareNet you'll find the contact details of 
our safeguarding team along with support and guidance to students and their 
parents/carers on issues such as mental, physical, social health and online 
safety plus much more. 

Our CareNet service has plenty of guidance and support networks for students and adults to 
access whenever they like. Although in terms of reporting a wellbeing/safeguarding concern 
during this remote period then the ClassCharts referral system is certainly the most 
effective way to do so. Of course students and parents/carers can always liaise directly with 
any member of staff at the school if they wish to do so. As a reminder to students and 
parents/carers you will see below our designated and fully trained safeguarding team - 

 

 

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                       
                                                                                              

Niall Smith         
(Headteacher) 

Brian Burns  

(Deputy  

Headteacher)                                                                                     

Dan Edwards 

(Senior Assistant 
Headteacher &  
Designated  
Safeguarding                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Lead - DSL) 

 

Jenni Lee-Potter 
 

(SENCO   
& Deputy DSL)                 



Word from the  
School Counsellor  

hbellamy@southborough.kingston.sch.uk             

 

For those who do not yet 

know me, I have created 

a short video to introduce 

the counselling service 

that I run for the school.  

 

Please follow this link : 

 https://youtu.be/8wdM8OP0cN0  

I am now located in the 

special counselling room on D floor, 

next to the Drama room  on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays for drop-in should you 

be in school.  

You are extremely welcome to drop in 

between 10:40 and 11:00 on these 

days.  

Ms Bellamy 

   

Ms Bellamy 

 

 

 

 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

Learning and Teaching  

Word of the Week (WoW)  

   The first learning and teaching word of the week for the 
new half term is ‘Enquiry’; more specifically, ‘Enquiry 
based instruction’. Teachers will pose thought-provoking 
questions which inspire students to think for themselves 
and become more independent learners. Encouraging 
students to ask questions and investigate their own ideas 

helps improve their problem-solving skills as well as gain a deeper understanding 
of academic concepts. Both of which are important life skills. 
 
Enquiries can be used across different subjects: such as ‘why does my shadow 
change size?’ (Science) or ‘is the sum of two odd numbers always an even 
number?’ (Maths); or ‘Why does nobody sit on the golden stool of the Asante 
people of Ghana?’ (Humanities) or ‘Do Edward Hyde (Stevenson) and Macbeth 
(Shakespeare) show that it is easier for writer’s to make those who challenge 
accepted social conventions into villains rather than heroes?’(GCSE English). 
Enquiry based instruction can also be subjective and encourage students 
to express their unique views, e.g. ‘do poems have to rhyme?’ or ‘should all 
students wear uniform?’ 
 
Enquiry-based learning is like a puzzle, you get one big question, then the 
enquiry questions are split up, and then you gather all the information from the 
smaller questions to answer the big question. This takes time, so ‘enquiry’ will 
be not only be our word of the week but our overarching theme for the half-
term.    

Friday, 12th Feb. heralds the Chinese 
New Year and this is the year of the Ox.  
 
Chinese philosophy finds expression in 3 
'outlooks': Buddhism, Confucianism 
and Taoism. 
 
A quote then from each of the three: 

Buddhism:  " No one saves us but 
ourselves. No one can and no one may. 
We ourselves must walk the 
path." (Buddhism) 
 
Confucianism: “The man who moves a 

mountain begins by carrying away 

small stones.” (Confucius) 

Taoism: “Love is a decision - not an 

emotion!” ― (Lao Tzu)  

https://youtu.be/8wdM8OP0cN0


 Outstanding Learning 

Demonstrating Outstanding Learning is not only about the highest levels of attainment; it is 

also about levels of improvement and effort. This month’s example from Year 11 

Mathematics shows a ‘Circle Theorems Pile-up Challenge’. The student worked out the 

angles by using circle theorems across each smaller circle and across the larger one too. 

His justification of each decision shows complete ‘know-how’ – apart from the spelling of 

quadrilateral!  

This is an example of where multiple questions can be drawn together to add an extra level 

of challenge. This was done independently by Visnu T – no input from the teacher once the 

class had been taught the theorems. 

 

 

 

 

 

Face Coverings 

As part of the current school arrangements, students and staff attending school are 

expected to wear facemasks in communal areas, which means corridors, toilets, the Library 

or the Dining Hall (queueing, standing up, walking through, etc). 

 

Should students forget or lose their covering, the school has a number of washable reusable 

face masks to purchase. These masks cost £1.70 each and are available for collection from 

the school office once payment has been made on ParentPay. 

Parents may of course request exemption from this arrangement by contacting the school 

office. 



School Health team Virtual Drop-in Service 
The School Health Team will continue to offer a confidential Health Drop-In, available to all 
students. However this will now be delivered virtually. This has been running very 
successfully in several schools across the borough since September. 
Access is via a website and service called www.myclinic.com, and it will be on a Wednesday 
between 3:30-4:30pm. 
To access the drop-in each week, there will be a new 6 digit code published in The Griffin 
each week.  
How does it work? This link below also includes a quick video which explains 
everything  clearly.  
 
The drop in works the same way in terms of confidentiality, with the Health Team 
supporting the students,  signposting them and following up if required. 
 
https://sway.office.com/NZp7wHTBs4zDSeaO?ref=Link 
 

This week’s link 3:30 to 4:30pm on Tuesday 16th February is 
https://myclinic.com/697-6TE 

http://www.myclinic.com/
https://sway.office.com/NZp7wHTBs4zDSeaO?ref=Link
https://myclinic.com/2NA-JEAJ


“The Last Kids On Earth” 

 by Max Brallier 

 

This is a story 

about four kids who 

battle for survival, 

make monstrous 

friends, galactical 

enemies and more. As they survive through 

many seasons they have one main quest: 

defeat Resscoch The Ancient. 

 

Reading the story, you meet four kids; Jack 

Sullivan, Dirk Savage, June Del Toro Rover and 

Quint Baker. Monsters and evil battle it out in 

an ultimate war. 

 

I love the whole story because it has action and 

comedy; they are my two favourite genres. 

 

It is aimed at children from 9-12 I would say. 

 

Rating: 

 

Reviewed by Timothy Arnold 7BTH  

 

There are five other titles in the Last Kids On 

Earth series. 



WANT FREE E-BOOKS AND AUDIO-BOOKS AT THE CLICK 

OF A BUTTON?  

GO NO FURTHER THAN LIBBY!  

LIBBY IS AN APP CONNECTED TO YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY.  

 
 

 
 
As many pupils are learning and reading off-site, we are acutely aware that they may 
not have access to reading books at home. With local libraries and book shops closed, it 
may be difficult or expensive to buy new stories.  
 
However, Southborough High School Library has a free solution. Libby is a platform that 
can access the online catalogue of the libraries in your local area. As most London and 
Surrey public library services are signed up to the London Libraries Consortium, library 
members can borrow e-books and audio books from their collections.  
 
In order to access the range of materials you will need to: 
• Sign yourself up to your nearest public library. 
• Download the Libby app for your portable device or mobile phone, or use 
the website on the computer.  
•  
A guide will be e-mailed out to parents and pupils, but if you have any trouble please 
don't hesitate to e-mail the School Librarian at: 
jhumphrey@southborough.kingston.sch.uk.  
 
Please be aware that due to the demand from the local community, some e-
books and audio books may have long waiting times.   
 
Your journey to free stories starts here:  

https://llc.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/kingston/?dt=list  
 
and continues here:  
https://libbyapp.com/welcome.   

https://llc.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/kingston/?dt=list
https://libbyapp.com/welcome


 

Year Group Weekly Reward Celebrations 
 

Student  
of the Week 

Points  
of the Week 

Remote Learner  
of the Week 

Parent Award  
of the Week 

Year 7     

 Wesal G 7CPA Angelo P 7ARO Shah K 7BTH Dusan J7ARO 

Year 8      

 Rayaan Q 8JMO Amari B 8CAN Ridhulaash Y 8CAN Rylee A 8CAN 

Year 9     

 Adam I    9AAD Ediz O 9AMC Kulash J  9DGR Ediz O 9AMC 

Year 10  

 

  

 Joseph B 10SLE Joseph B 10SLE Toby C 10IBO Drew H 10SLE 

Year 11     

 Lewis V 11DFA Jake C 11GSR Faheem C 11DST Adam B 11ALE 



Coronavirus: School Support 

 

What to do if... Action needed Return to school 

when... 

...my child has 
coronavirus 
symptoms 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
•Self-isolate 
•Get a test 
•Inform school immediately about test 
result 

...the test comes back 
negative. 

...my child tests 
positive for 
coronavirus 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
•Self-isolate for at least 10 days 
•Inform school immediately about test 
result 

...they feel better. They 
can return to school after 
10 days even if they have 
a cough or loss of smell/
taste. These symptoms 
can last for several weeks 
once the infection is gone. 

...somebody in my 
household has 
coronavirus 
symptoms 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
•Self-isolate 
•Household member to get a test 
•Inform school immediately about test 
result 

...the household member 
test is negative. 

...somebody in my 
household has 
tested positive for 
coronavirus 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
•Self-isolate for 14 days 

...the child has 
completed 14 days of self
-isolation 

... NHS test and 
trace have identified 
my child as a ‘close 
contact’ of 
somebody with 
symptoms or 
confirmed 
coronavirus 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
•Self-isolate for 14 days 

...the child has 
completed 14 days of self
-isolation 

...we/my child 
travelled and has to 
self-isolate a part of 
a period of 
quarantine 

•Do not take unauthorised leave in 
term time 

•Consider quarantine requirements 
and FCO advice when booking travel 

•Provide information to school as per 
attendance policy 
 
Returninq from a destination where 
Quarantine is needed: 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school daily 
Self-isolate for 14 days 

...the quarantine period 
of 14 days has been 
completed 

...we have received 
medical advice that 
my child must 
resume shielding. 

•Do not come to school 
•Contact school as required by the 
pastoral team 
•Shield until you are informed that 
restrictions are lifted and shielding is 
paused again 

...school informs you 
that restrictions have 
been lifted and your child 
can return to school 
again. 

If any parents/carers need to share any information regarding COVID-19 next week during 

the Christmas break then could they please do so by emailing  the school 

office@southborough.kingston.such.uk  



PE and Physical Activity Work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe and stay active. 

Downdog—a yoga app that has hundreds of different workouts for all abilities 

Freeletics—a home workout app that needs no equipment 

Centr—Chris Hemsworth (Thor) has a home workout app for bodyweight exercises. 

Please email Mr Colbert, Head of PE if you have any questions or want any tips.  Stay safe. 

With the new term, it is the perfect time to make a fresh start and commit to 
fitness. Please look on the PE Google Classroom code 6gksz77 for inspiration. A key 
part of fitness training is that it will only work if you push yourself. We call this 
progressive overload. To get fitter you must gradually increase the intensity of how 
you exercise. A great way of doing this is to record your exercises and then try to 
beat your time or do more reps or go for longer. Pick any challenge or workout in 
the PE classroom (or any workout you know or do) and record your time/number 
of repetitions, then make it your weekly challenge to try and beat that score. Good 
luck. Please email the PE department if you need any help. 

jcobert@southborough.kingston.sch.uk 

The Extra-Curricular Timetable is suspended for now 

Sport and Location Date and Time 

  

Football – year 7 only. Playing field. (Please 
change in school except for boots). 

  

Table Tennis – Year 9 only. Purple gym (entrance 
via playground) 

  

  

Monday  
3:30-4:30 

  

Football – Year 8 only. Playing field. (Please 
change in school except for boots). 

  

Table Tennis – Year 7 only. Purple gym (entrance 
via playground) 

  

  

Tuesday  
3:30-4:30 

  

Football – Year 9 only. Playing field. (Please 
change in school except for boots). 

  

Table Tennis – Year 8 only. Purple gym 
(entrance via playground) 

  

  

Wednesday  
3:30-4:30 

  

Table Tennis – Year 10 only Purple gym 
(entrance via playground) 

  

Thursday  
4pm-5pm 

  

Table Tennis – Year 10 only Purple gym 
(entrance via A corridor) 

  

Friday  
4pm-5pm 

mailto:mailto@:jcolbert@southborough.kingston.sch.uk












There is also a sign-up app at https://www.teamapp.com/clubs/493097/store/items/50055  

https://www.teamapp.com/clubs/493097/store/items/50055


 


