




WELCOME
FROM THE HEADTEACHERFROM THE HEADTEACHER
Southborough is a confi dent, dynamic school 
where students thrive both academically and 
socially.

We are determined to ensure that all 
students achieve their absolute best in public 
examinations and are committed to high 
quality teaching and learning as the way to 
achieve this goal.

However, we nurture and value other 
achievements, as well as exam success. 
Our students participate and excel in a wide 
range of extra-curricular, vocational and 
community based activities, which help them 
become well rounded young adults, ready 
for the challenges of twenty fi rst century 
life. Southborough is also well known for 

the high quality of its pastoral care, which 
results in high standards of behaviour and 
very positive attitudes to learning.

Our students tell us that they enjoy coming 
to school, where they are challenged by 
the work, supported by fellow students and 
teachers and where they feel that they make 
real progress.

We are proud of our students and of our 
school and hope that you will visit us to see 
us in action.

I look forward to meeting you.

Mr Niall Smith MA (Cantab) NPQH
Headteacher
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The transfer from primary to secondary 
school is a big step for any child. At 
Southborough, we recognise the importance 
of creating a fi rm foundation from the start. 
Our staff and students have close links with 
all local primary schools.

Our comprehensive transition and induction 
programme is designed to ensure a smooth 
and stress free start to secondary education.
We have a team of specialist teachers and 
support staff who understand the needs 
of each child and support transition.Older 

students at Southborough act as transition 
mentors, helping new arrivals settle into 
their unfamiliar surroundings quickly. 

All new students enjoy a ‘get to know each 
other’ visit to  Marchants Hill Activity Centre 
in Surrey, where they take part in sessions 
that develop co-operation and teamwork.
We are committed to ensuring that our 
students’ time at Southborough is happy, 
fulfi lling and successful. Developing and 
maintaining a close working relationship 
with parents and carers is a vital part of the 
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“The school is 
particularly effective in 
promoting students’ spiritual, 
moral, social & cultural 
development.” 

- OFSTED December 2013

school’s philosophy.

Parents are genuine partners in their son’s 
learning and are always welcome visitors 
to our school. We want you to take an 
active interest in all aspects of your son’s 
education and we involve you through 
regular reports and progress review days.

Our inter-active website gives you access 
to a wealth of information about your son’s 
progress, homework tasks and half-termly 
grades.
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TOWARDS SUCCESS
ON THE ROAD TO EXCELLENCE
TOWARDS SUCCESS
ON THE ROAD TO EXCELLENCE
In Years 7, 8 and 9, students study a broad 
range of National Curriculum subjects and 
lay the foundations necessary for later exam 
success. Progress is monitored half-termly 
against the new GCSE grades, ensuring that 
we target and track our students’ progress 
accurately throughout Key Stages 3 and 4.

It is towards the end of Year 9 that students 
are guided to make appropriate course 
choices for study at Key Stage 4. In Years 

10 and 11 we provide a broad, rigorous 
combination of academic courses with 
fl exible study time scales to help all students 
reach their full potential.

Students are also given the opportunity, 
where appropriate, to sit GCSE examinations 
before the end of Year 11.
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“Our son has felt at home since he joined the school.
The support you’ve offered him has been fantastic.”

Year 8 Parent
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TOWARDS SUCCESS
WITH MOTIVATION AND SUPPORT
Southborough is a warm and happy place in 
which to work. Our pastoral system provides 
support and guidance for all our young men 
throughout their school career primarily 
through their Form Tutor, Pastoral Support
Offi cer or Head of Year.

Occasionally some students may fi nd life 
diffi cult due to personal circumstances. The 
school is proud of the range of appropriate 
additional support it can offer. This may be 

in the form of counselling, emotional literacy 
skills or behaviour management counselling.

Our belief at Southborough is that students 
work and achieve best when their progress,
in all forms, is fully recognised and celebrated. 
Recognition and celebration of achievement 
is an integral part of the school’s cycle of 
events.
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Of course, not everything you learn at 
school happens inside the classroom and 
the variety of extra-curricular activities 
we offer introduces our students to a wide 
range of experiences. These include Young 
Enterprise, the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme (Bronze and Silver), the Combined 
Cadet Force, as well as a full range of sports 
clubs. There are also frequent opportunities 
to excel in the creative arts.

We believe our students should experience 
the world outside the school. Trips to the 
theatre, museums and places of interest play 
an important part in school life, providing 

much enhancement to our taught curriculum. 
The school regularly organises trips abroad 
– examples of recent trips include: skiing in 
France, our annual language trip to Spain 
and a cultural visit to China.

Sport plays a central role at Southborough 
and we believe that the attributes of good 
discipline, teamwork and determination 
engendered by sport can be transferred into 
the classroom with considerable effect. 

We also believe that taking part in sport, 
whether as a performer, as an offi cial or as 
a coach, helps develop social and leadership 

TOWARDS SUCCESS
THROUGH ENRICHMENT
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“Before I came to school I only really played football but since 
joining I’ve played cricket, rugby, basketball and lots of other 
sports. I love it.”

Year 8 Student

skills that equip our students well for future 
life. Our sports fi xtures provide high quality 
competition in local, county and national 
tournaments. We regularly supply players for 
the district and county squads and provide a 
substantial proportion of the ball boys at the 
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championship each 
summer.

Our specialism of Business and Enterprise 
enables us to forge important links with 
primary and secondary schools, whilst 
promoting Business and Enterprise learning 
across the Borough. Each year, the school 
organises several special Business and 

Enterprise days, run in conjunction with our 
partner schools.

In addition, Sixth Formers get the opportunity 
to take part in the highly acclaimed Young 
Enterprise initiative, the UK’s largest business 
and enterprise education charity.

Every year over 22,000 students compete to 
reach the coveted London Final, something 
that both our 2014 and 2015 teams 
successfully achieved, with one team going 
on to represent the UK at the European 
fi nals, coming a highly respectable second 
place.
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TOWARDS SUCCESS
WITH FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES
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WITH FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES
The broad range of opportunities that 
Southborough offers students allows them 
to successfully develop their talents, giving 
them the confi dence to advance and become 
enthusiastic learners. We believe that 
homework, research projects and structured 
study in the Sixth Form are important 
vehicles in helping students become highly 
effective, self-motivated and independent 
learners.

Our successful mixed Sixth Form, offering 
well over 20 academic and vocational 
courses, provides an excellent choice for 
post-16 studies. Students gain the necessary 
skills, qualifi cations and experiences to equip 
them fully for entry into higher and further 
education or for employment. The school 
enjoys close links with many universities, 

including some of the most nationally 
prestigious institutions. Many of our students 
pay their fi rst visit to a university as early as 
Year 8 and the majority of Year 13 students 
gain entry into their fi rst choice place of 
study.

Our Sixth Form provides more than 
just academic excellence; students are 
encouraged to commit themselves to new 
responsibilities and challenges outside their 
chosen area of study. Students regularly take 
part in a variety of enrichment activities; 
these contribute much to their development 
into well-rounded citizens. Many of our 
students are involved with local community 
groups, while others actively support 
younger students.
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