
Transitioning to Southborough High School

At Southborough, we know that transition from primary to secondary
school is an exciting time for our future students. As they prepare to take
this next step in their school careers it is our absolute priority to make our
boys and their families feel welcomed as a part of our school community
as soon as they have accepted their place.

Our purpose is to make the difference for all of our students and we begin
to realise  this with our transition and induction programme which has
been designed to ensure that all of our students have the best possible
start to their careers at Southborough.  Each year we plan and deliver a
range of activities that serve as opportunities for us all to build the
relationships that prove central to our future students’ success.

We foster close relationships with all of our feeder schools and we make
contact with them as soon as school offers are made. While our Head of
Year 7 and our Pastoral team make visits to our primaries, our SENCO
and Inclusion team meet with primary teachers, students and their
families to discuss future provision.

We always go the extra mile to ensure that each of our future students
are made to feel welcome from the offset with each student and their
families met individually by teachers and, of course, our Southborough
Ambassadors.  An opportunity to ask questions, decide which clubs they
want to attend and to familiarise themselves with some friendly faces
ahead of September; these meetings are an important first step.

The next time we meet is at our Friendship Day - an opportunity for the
boys to experience taster lessons with their future classmates, their
families to have a talk from Mr Smith, our Headteacher, and parents,
students, teachers and staff to mingle.

Running over August, our Summer School has proved immensely popular
with our students and their families.  We run a range of activities
including sport, trips out, team building, cooking, arts and crafts,



alongside academic catch-up.  The two-week programme culminates in an
event during which the boys can celebrate their successes with their new
friends and teachers.

Our aim is that every boy who starts at our school in September does so as a
confident and independent learner, ready to take advantage of the opportunities
on offer to him and our transition programme has been designed to ensure that
this is the case!

During this vitally important transition period, Southborough will ensure
key events such as those outlined take place. We also take further
measures to ensure all our students have the best possible start to the
next stage of their education here at Southborough -

- Our year 6 students will receive an interactive transition guide with virtual
tours and information about Southborough High School

- Individual meetings with year 6 students, their primary school teachers
and Southborough year 7 teachers take place in the summer term

- Receiving key information from primary schools about students likes and
dislikes which will allow us to best accommodate all students needs

- Student and parent interviews with Southborough teachers for all new
students

- Friendship day for our new students to see the school, enjoy some fun
activities/lessons and meet their new friends

- New year 6 induction day in the summer term where students can spend a
day at Southborough to familiarise themselves with their peers, teachers
and school before they start in September

- Summer school where just year 6 students can enjoy a couple of weeks at
Southborough during the summer holidays

- A tailored induction period at the start of year 7 so students have the best
opportunity to get to know their new school

- A enjoyable team building away day at the start of the first week at
Southborough to meet new teachers and friends

- A parents and students evening at Southborough in the first few weeks of
starting Southborough to welcome and provide further information and
support to everyone in their new school



Below you will find some pictures of previous year 6 students enjoying
some of the transition activities that have been outlined above.












