The importance of respecting others of different faiths, creeds and
background, giving back to those less fortunate … and becoming
the very best versions of ourselves.

Working hard and gaining the very best qualifications you can is, of course, important here at
Southborough. But as far as we are concerned, education isn’t just about passing exams. Rather, it’s
about developing well-rounded, kind, young men who are fully-equipped – academically, socially
and emotionally - to contribute positively to society. We want our students to respect and think of
others less fortunate - and learn the importance of ‘giving back’.
Indeed, we pride ourselves as being a school dedicated to promoting fundamental British Values,
namely democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and beliefs.
With all this in mind, it’s been a particularly special and proud couple of weeks for Southborough
High School. On Sunday 29th April, twenty five Year 10 students – led by Headteacher Mr Smith and
RE Teacher Mr Iles – took part in the annual Charity Walk for Peace, an initiative of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Elders Association, part of the UK’S oldest established Muslim community.
Inspired by the tenets of Islam, the Charity Walk for Peace aims to relieve suffering and serve
mankind regardless of colour, creed or race. By bringing people together to help others, it works to
secure peace, engender greater understanding and promote goodwill amongst people from all walks
of life.

This year, the walk took place in Windsor Great Deer Park and the 25 Southborough students who
took part were, indeed, of all religions, creeds, colours and backgrounds. The walk was a resounding
success and every single student was an absolute credit to the school.
Many Griffin Readers will recall that the school recently raised an impressive £2,700 during our RAG
(Raising and Giving) Week and it was a delight to invite three special charities close to our heart to
receive cheques during a number of morning assemblies.
Representatives from The Children’s Trust and The Fircroft Trust joined us to both accept £1,000
from the proceeds of RAG WEEK – and it was a very proud moment for all students present in the
Year 7-9 assembly.

The Children’s Trust is the UK’s leading charity for children with acquired brain injury. Both students
and staff were moved to hear of the wonderful work that they do to help children recover as best
they can. Brain injury can happen to any of us at any time. The boys were shown a particularly
moving video of one patient – a young, bright teenager who one day sustained terrible head injuries

when his bicycle collided with a truck. His journey from an able-bodied young man with everything
to live for to suddenly not being able to speak, walk, talk or move his body was heart-breaking.
However, after almost a year of living at the Children’s Trust, where he received the most groundbreaking treatment from consultants and other specialists, he was able to return home to his family
and friends.

Representatives from the Fircroft Trust – a charity that works with people suffering from mental
health issues in the Surbiton and Kingston community – were also delighted to receive our donation.
Indeed, after assembly, 7SLE was fortunate to take part in a special lesson regarding mental health.
The boys were a credit to us, asking mature and sensitive questions about the many forms of mental
health issues.

Lastly, the school welcomed the Director of Kingston's 'Refugee Action' , Mr Fazil Kawani, to speak to
our boys about the amazing work that they do to help support and integrate refugees from all over
the world. Sixth Formers from the Junior Leadership Team were proud to present Mr Kawani with a
cheque for £500.

We’d like to say a very big thank you to everyone who helped raise such a great deal of money for
our charities. We know that every penny that we’ve donated will go to help those who need it the
most.

